Opportunities for Chartering:
· 15 Urban High School Academy Contracts.  These contracts are available for chartering in the city of Detroit by state universities.  Only three of these contracts have been issued to date leaving 12 contracts available.  Grand Valley, Central Michigan and Ferris are all willing to issue these contracts. 
· Bay Mills Community College, Michigan’s second largest authorizer and not capped continues to judiciously open quality charter public schools, statewide.   
· Bay Mills Community College and Wayne County Community College in Detroit.  By law, Detroit is categorized as a First Class School District (FCSD), any district whose enrollment is more than 100,000 students.  Community Colleges can not charter in a FCSD.  Projections for the September 24, 2008 student count are 96,000 or below, allowing Bay Mills and Wayne County Community College to charter in the city for the first time. 
· Re-Issued Charters.  The state’s public universities are capped at 150 charter public schools but as they close existing low performing charter public schools, they are re-issuing these contracts and opening new schools at a rate of two to four per year.   
· Other Authorizers.  Wayne County Community College and Wayne Regional Education Agency can charter in and around Detroit.  There is a growing interest by the state’s other non-capped authorizers, intermediate school districts and community colleges in chartering their own innovative school models.  High quality applicants that bring credibility will motivate this further.   
· Strict Discipline Academies.   Legally structured like charters but their enrollment is limited to pupils placed in an academy by a court or the Family Independence Agency, county Juvenile facility, expelled pupils etc.  Funding varies from a “traditional charter” schools and academies can, and are, authorized by state universities, no cap, a community college, an intermediate school district, or local school district. 
· 21st Century Schools Fund.  In FY2009, the 21st Century Schools Fund will receive $15 million from which to provide grants of up to $3 million for applicants who plan to open small high schools in any district with a 70% graduation rate or less.  Grants must be matched 1:1 with private sector funds. 
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